MARRIAGE
got their meals at all. Their existence was utterly out
of touch with that of ordinary humanity. Caroline
relates that she grew up thinking bread and butter
grew on trees and that the population of the world was
composed half of dukes and half of beggars; and
though like everything she said this was an exagger-
ation, yet it did contain a truth. Aristocratic Devon-
shire House was not the place to acquire a sense of
reality.
Finally, the philosophy to be learnt there encour-
aged her in all her failings. It set no value on reason or
self-restraint; on the contrary, it insisted that passion
and sensibility were the only virtues, that man should
be guided in everything by the instinctive movements
of his heart. Caroline embraced with enthusiasm a
creed so consonant with her predilections. Indeed it
was the determining factor in her development, for it
decided the principal form her day-dreams were to
take. Of her many roles, the one she assumed oftenest
and with most satisfaction to herself was that of the
romantic heroine; reckless and imprudent, the creature
of her emotions, but sensitive, imaginative and nobly
superior to the conventions that ruled pettier lives;
living always in an intoxicating whirl of tragedy,
ecstasy, passion and renown. The object of her whole
life was to achieve an existence in which this concep-
tion of herself could be realized.
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